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The Erie Canal  

in Western New York 

 
4.6	WESTWARD	MOVEMENT	AND	INDUSTRIALIZATION:	New	York	State	played	an	important	role	
in	the	growth	of	the	United	States.	During	the	1800s,	people	traveled	west	looking	for	
opportunities.	Economic	activities	in	New	York	State	are	varied	and	have	changed	over	time,	with	
improvements	in	transportation	and	technology.		(Standards:	1,	3,	4;	Themes:	MOV,	TCC,	GEO,	
ECO,	TECH)	

	

Lessons Developed by the Niagara County Historical Society 
 

Sponsored by the: 

 
In	Partnership	with	the	National	Park	Service	
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Primary Source Set 4.6a: Why Did New York State and the 
American Nation Need the Erie Canal? 

 

Lockport from an old print, 1836, in History of Niagara County, N.Y., with illustrations descriptive of its 
scenery, private residences, public buildings, fine blocks and important manufactories and portraits of old 
pioneers and prominent residents, 1878 in New York Heritage:  
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/VVN001/id/840 
 

 
 
https://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/fast_facts/1790_fast_facts.html 
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Data compiled from U.S. Census reports 1810 to 1850 in the collection of the Niagara County 
Genealogical Society, Lockport NY 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/4.6a.docx.pdf 
 
 

 
(1783 Treaty of Paris map) 
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3701sm.gct00483/?st=gallery  
 

 
(1787 Northwest Ordinance map) 
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3701sm.gct00482/?sp=20 
 

 
(1803 Louisiana Purchase map) 
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g3300.ct001126  
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Newberry Atlas Map (NYS):  
https://publications.newberry.org/ahcbp/map/map.html#NY 
 
 

 
Western NY land claims: 
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g3802n.ct005648 
 

 

 
Emigration to the Western Country  
The Pictorial Field-book of the War of 1812; or, Illustrations, by Pen and Pencil, of the History, Biography, 
Scenery, Relics, and Traditions of the Last War for American Independence. Benson J. Lossing, (New York: 
Harper & Brothers, 1869) - Vol.2, page 1180 
New York State Library 
NYSL link: http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/mssc/eriecanal/lossingimages/lossing_our-country-v2-
opp%20p1180_emigration-western-country_oxen-pulling-wagons.pdf 
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Images of overland travel by horse and oxcart: 
https://www.loc.gov/resource/fsa.8b28218/ 
 
 

 
Descriptions of overland and water travel through New York State from History of Niagara County monograph 
(page 92): 
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/VVN001/id/768 
 

 

 
Letter from 11-year-old Jane Taft to her sister Frances Taft Root in 1838 
Niagara County Historical Society, Atwater Collection 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/JaneTaft-letter14A.jpg 
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“A Pioneer’s Clearing” oil painting by E.A. Philleo of the Town of Somerset, Niagara County, done from 
memory in 1885. The scene is nine miles from Lockport but in which direction is not specified.  
Niagara County Historical Society, Art Collection 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Pioneer-Clearing2-1-scaled.jpg 
 
 
 

 
Pioneer cabin recreation 
Niagara County Historical Society, Lockport NY 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Poineer-cabin.jpg 
 
 

 
 
Description of occupations of first settlers in Lockport, NY: 
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/VVN001/id/841 
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Description of roads, terrain and travel conditions encountered on a journey to the “Genesee Country” found 
in the History of Niagara County, NY, Sanford and Co., New York, NY 1878, p. 92:  
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/VVN001/id/768 
 

 
Excerpt from the “Autobiography of Delilah Wisner Merritt (1813-1899), A Town of Newfane Pioneer,” 
Newfane Historical Society Publication, Star Printing Incorporated, Newfane, NY, 1975 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Delilah-Wisner-Merritt4A.jpg 
 

 
An enlarged and complete map of the village of Lockport, drawn from the latest maps on file and other 
authentic surveys, 1845 by Jesse P. Haines 
Niagara County Historical Society 
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g3804l.wd000572 
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Broadside Advertising New York Canal Lands on Sale, 1823 
New York State Archives  
http://www.archives.nysed.gov/education/broadside-advertising-new-york-canal-lands-sale-1823 
 
 
 

 
Choice and Valuable Lands (Albany, N.Y.: Packard & Van Benthuysen, 1828) [broadside] 
New York State Library  
https://nysl.ptfs.com/data/Library5/111091.PDF 
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Stone boat on skids for removing rocks and stones from land to facilitate plowing and planting; example of 
early plow inside boat Yates Barn, Niagara County Historical Society, Lockport NY  
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Stone-boat-w-plow4A.jpg 
 

 
c. 1810 Grain bin made from c. 200 year old Buttonwood (Sycamore) tree 
Yates Barn, Niagara County Historical Society, Lockport NY 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Grain-bin4A.jpg 
 

 
Recreated Blacksmith Shop 
Yates Barn, Niagara County Historical Society, Lockport NY 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Blacksmith-shop4A-rotated.jpg 
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Primary Source Set (4.6b and 4.1): Why Is the Erie Canal Where It 
Is In New York State? 

 

 

Lockport from an old print, 1836, in History of Niagara County, N.Y., with illustrations descriptive of its 
scenery, private residences, public buildings, fine blocks and important manufactories and portraits of 
old pioneers and prominent residents, 1878 in New York Heritage: 
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/VVN001/id/840 
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A map of the United States of North America, Arrowsmith, Aaron, 1750-1823, cartographer., Jan. 1st 1796) 
https://lccn.loc.gov/2014589399 
 
 

 
Map of physical features of New York 
 http://www.nygeo.org/ny_geo.html 
 

 
Founders Online from the National Archives 
Washington-Fulton correspondence (1796-97) 
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/99-01-02-00250 
 
and, 
 
Jefferson-Clinton correspondence (1817) 
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Jefferson/03-11-02-0225 
(Jefferson to Clinton, April 14, 1817) 
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Rattlesnake Hill, Lockport NY along the Niagara Escarpment and site of an ancient waterfall similar to Niagara 
Falls.  
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Niagara-Escarpment-at-Rattlesnake-Hill.jpg 
 

 
Section of Map of proposed Canal from Lake Erie to the Hudson River; 1817, showing two escarpments in 
WNY (In Holland Land Company Maps collection at SUNY Fredonia) 
http://www.amherststatepark.org/ASP/geology_files/escarpments.jpg 
 

 
Prospect Point, Niagara Falls, NY ca, 1880 showing Niagara River going over the Niagara Escarpment to create 
Niagara Falls 
Niagara County Historical Society Photo Collection 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Prospect-Point-c.-1870s-detail.jpg  
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Map of Ho-De-No-Sau-Nee-Ga : or the territories of the People of the Long House in 1720 [New York (State)] 
Digital Id: https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g3801e.ct011222 
 
 

 
Ca. 1800 Holland Land map showing Indian reservations in WNY, SUNY Fredonia  
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/XFM001/id/191/rec/2 
 
 

 
Image of two-row wampum 
 https://www.onondaganation.org/culture/wampum/two-row-wampum-belt-guswenta/ 
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Red Jacket’s speech on differences in beliefs, 1805 Title: Indian speech, delivered before a gentleman 
missionary, from Massachusetts, by a chief, commonly called by the white people Red Jacket. His Indian name 
is Sagu-ua-what-hath, which being interpreted, is Keeper-awake  
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.rbc/rbpe.04702500 
 

 
Map of the Village of Lockport NY 1851 
Niagara County Historical Society Map Collection 
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3804l.la002041/?r=-0.566,-0.069,2.132,1.318,0 
https://lccn.loc.gov/2010593267 
 

 
 
An enlarged and complete map of the village of Lockport, drawn from the latest maps on file and other 
authentic surveys, 1845 by Jesse P. Haines 
Niagara County Historical Society 
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g3804l.wd000572 
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History of Niagara County, N.Y., with illustrations descriptive of its scenery, private residences, public 
buildings, fine blocks and important manufactories and portraits of old pioneers and prominent resident, 
Sanford & Co., 1878 

https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/VVN001/id/678 

Contains descriptions of early pioneer life, including: 

o Early Roads 
o Description of early roads: Chapter 15: Indian Trails in Niagara County: The Portage, Military, 

Ridge and Lake Roads (page 84):  
o Pioneer Life Description 
o Story of an early pioneer family: Chapter 17: Pioneer experiences: emigrating, clearing and 

building..(page 92-94). 
o Alphabetical Listing of Early Families (begins page 212) 

 

 
Recreated Blacksmith Shop 
Yates Barn, Niagara County Historical Society, Lockport NY 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Blacksmith-shop4A-rotated.jpg 
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Recreated Carpenter Shop 
Yates Barn, Niagara County Historical Society, Lockport NY 
 

 
Recreated Cooper Shop  
Yates Barn, Niagara County Historical Society, Lockport NY 
 
 

 
Recreated Blacksmith Shop 
Yates Barn, Niagara County Historical Society, Lockport NY 
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Primary Source Set 4.6c: How did the Erie Canal transform a 
town into a thriving city?  

  
Lockport from an old print, 1836, in History of Niagara County, N.Y., with illustrations descriptive of its 
scenery, private residences, public buildings, fine blocks and important manufactories and portraits of old 
pioneers and prominent residents, 1878 in New York Heritage: 

 https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/VVN001/id/840 
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Title: "Walking Wager" 
Source: Peter Piper's Practical Principles of Plain and Perfect Pronunciation, by Anonymous, Philadelphia  
Date Created: 1836 Wikipedia link: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pedestrianism#/media/File:Walking_wager_1800_primer_illustration.jpg 
 

 
Title: Emigration to the Western Country  
Source: The Pictorial Field-book of the War of 1812; or, Illustrations, by Pen and Pencil, of the History, 
Biography, Scenery, Relics, and Traditions of the Last War for American Independence. Benson J. Lossing, (New 
York: Harper & Brothers, 1869) - Vol.2, page 1180 
Date Created: c. 1869 
Owned by: New York State Library 
NYSL link: http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/mssc/eriecanal/lossingimages/lossing_our-country-v2-
opp%20p1180_emigration-western-country_oxen-pulling-wagons.pdf 
 

 
Images of overland travel by horse and oxcart: 
https://www.loc.gov/resource/fsa.8b28218/ 



Niagara County Historical Society Erie Canal Project 2021 19 

 

 
Title: Mail Stage From Canandaigua to Lewiston 
Source: Rochester Telegraph, Rochester, NY 
Date Created: May 28, 1819 
http://stagecoachdays.blogspot.com/2011/10/stagecoach-days-in-western-new-york.html 
 
 

 
Horse drawn wagon on Lock Street, ca. 1910 
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15004coll9/id/235/rec/73 
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Letter from 11 year old Jane Taft to her sister Frances Taft Root in 1838 
Niagara County Historical Society, Atwater Collection 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/JaneTaft-letter14A.jpg 
 
 
 

 
Descriptions of overland and water travel through New York State from History of Niagara County monograph 
(page 92): 
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/VVN001/id/768 
 
 

 
Evolution of boats used on Erie Canal, 1825-1899 
https://www.eriecanal.org/images/misc/1899boat.jpg 
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https://mlpp.pressbooks.pub/americanenvironmentalhistory/chapter/chapter-6-transportation-revolution/ 
 
 
 
Comparison of modes of transportation - pdf 
https://www.econedlink.org/resources/transportation-they-say-we-had-a-revolution-part-1/ 
 
 

 
Title: A list of the principal places on the Erie canal, and their distance from each other  
Source: T. Buchanan (Utica, N. Y., R. W. Roberts, printer, c1846) in An American Time Capsule, Library of 
Congress, Rare Book and Special Collections Division, Printed Ephemera Collection 
Date Created: c. 1846 
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.rbc/rbpe.1200020c 
 



Niagara County Historical Society Erie Canal Project 2021 22 

 
A table showing the toll per barrel of flour; the toll per 100 lbs per mile; and the toll per 100 lbs. on 
merchandise, ...  
T. Buchanan (Utica, N. Y.,  R. W. Roberts, printer, c1846) 
An American Time Capsule, Library of Congress, Rare Book and Special Collections Division, Printed Ephemera 
Collection 
https://www.eriecanal.org/images/misc/tolls.jpg 
 
 

"To and from Albany and Buffalo, by the Erie Canal", 1846. 
https://www.eriecanal.org/images/misc/fares1846.jpg 
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Strap Railroad Locomotive 
The Old Lockport and Niagara Falls Strap Railroad, Raymond F. Yates, Published by the Niagara County 
Historical Society, 1950 
Niagara County Historical Society 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Strap-Railroad-Locomotive.jpg 
 
 

 
Train Station with telegraph 
 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.rbc/juv.48867 
 
 

 
Trollope, Frances, Domestic Manners of the Americans, Whittaker, Treacher & Co., London, 1832, p. 252-253. 
https://archive.org/details/b29350384_0002/page/n7/mode/2up?q=Lockport 
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Erie Canal Packet Boats 
Advertisement from “American Traveller,” Boston, May 30, 1828. 
https://www.eriecanal.org/boats/AmericanTraveller-1828.jpg 
 
 
 

 
Excerpt from the “Autobiography of Delilah Wisner Merritt (1813-1899), A Town of Newfane Pioneer,” 
Newfane Historical Society Publication, Star Printing Incorporated, Newfane, NY, 1975 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Delilah-Wisner-Merritt4A.jpg 
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Primary Source Set (4.6d) How Did the Erie Canal Impact Natural 
Resources and Economic Activities in Lockport, New York? 

 

Lockport from an old print, 1836, in History of Niagara County, N.Y., with illustrations descriptive of its 
scenery, private residences, public buildings, fine blocks and important manufactories and portraits of old 
pioneers and prominent residents, 1878 in New York Heritage: 
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/VVN001/id/840 
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W. W. Whitmore Quarry, Lockport NY c. 1900 
Niagara County Historical Society Photo Collection 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Whitmore-Quarry-w-Men.jpg 
 
 

 
Getting apples ready for shipment on the Erie Canal, Lockport NY, early 20th century 
Niagara County Historical Society Photo Collection 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Apple-sorting.jpg 
 

 
Image of the Thompson Flour Mill showing the Erie Canal with the locks in the background, the old NY Central 
Railroad Bridge and horse-drawn conveyances on the road, Lockport NY 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Thompson-Milling-Co-1895.jpg 
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Lumber Boats on the Erie Canal 
“Forest Preservation in the State of New York,” Cuyler Reynolds, New England Magazine, Warren F. Kellogg, 
Boston, MA, vol. XIX, No. 2, October 1898 
https://www.eriecanal.org/boats/lumber_boat-1898.jpg 
 
 

 
A cart of staves ready to be turned into barrels at cooper shop, Lockport NY 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Cooperage.jpg 
 
 
 
 

 
 
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/VVN001/id/858/rec/1 
History of Niagara County, N.Y., with illustrations descriptive of its scenery, private residences, public 
buildings, fine blocks and important manufactories and portraits of old pioneers and prominent residents 
Page  181 - Stave Manufacturing 
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N. Lerch and Son Cold Storage, ca 1910 
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15004coll9/id/386/rec/1 
 
 

 
Transit Street Bridge area, west of the Bridge. Ca 1947 (shows lumber company buildings) 
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15004coll9/id/239/rec/2 
 
 

 
Niagara Textile Mill located on the Erie Canal, Lockport NY, founded 1899, photo c. 1950s 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Niagara-Textile.jpg 
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Lockport Cotton Batting, Lockport NY, founded in 1870 on Market St. on canal, later moved to Elmwood 
Avenue in Lockport, photo c. 1950s  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ira Bronson Carriage Factory, founded in Lockport, c. 1860. Original factory at Park and Hawley Streets in 
former Presbyterian Church. Photo, c. 1860  
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Bronson-Carriage-Co-c.-1860.jpg   
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Jeddo-Highland Coal Blotter, Jeddo-Highland Coal Aristocrat of Anthracite. Charles J. Lawton Burt, N.Y. 
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16694coll2/id/808/rec/267 
 

 
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16694coll2/id/910/rec/15 
Spraying Pumps, Well Pumps, Force Pumps, Nozzles, and Spraying Machines. Field Force Pump Company. 
Lockport, N.Y., USA. Illustrated catalogue of the latest improved outfits for spraying tree and vines by hand, 
horse, and steam power. 
 
 
 

 
 
Birdsill Holly Fire Hydrant 
Double Valve Fire Hydrant invented and manufactured by Holly Manufacturing Company in Lockport, N.Y. 
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16694coll2/id/110/rec/77 
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Birdsill Holly patent for a fire hydrant (1869) 
https://pdfpiw.uspto.gov/.piw?Docid=94749&idkey=NONE&homeurl=http%3A%252F%252Fpatft.uspto.gov%2
52Fnetahtml%252FPTO%252Fpatimg.htm 
 

 

Main & Market Street, ca. 1888. Lockport as a busy, vibrant city in the late 19th century as a result of the 
economic advantages brought by the Erie Canal. 
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15004coll9/id/222/rec/23 
 
 

  
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Main-St-1887.jpg 
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Primary Source Set (4.6e): In What Ways Did the Erie Canal 
Create Opportunities for People in New York to Make Important 

National Contributions? 
 

 

 
 
Lockport from an old print, 1836, in History of Niagara County, N.Y., with illustrations descriptive of its 
scenery, private residences, public buildings, fine blocks and important manufactories and portraits of old 
pioneers and prominent residents, 1878 in New York Heritage: 
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/VVN001/id/840 
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An early stump puller on the grounds of the Camillus Erie Canal Park in Camillus, New York, which 
encompasses the first enlargement of the Erie Canal at its midpoint 
https://www.loc.gov/item/2018700237/ 
 
 

 
Image and description of stump puller  
Erie Canal Museum. Courtesy Chuck LaChiusa, Buffalo History Museum 
https://buffaloah.com/h/erieC/museum/const.html 
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Model of a stump puller, Courtesy, Erie Canal Museum:  
https://eriecanalmuseum.org/ 
 

Process of Evacuation, Lockport 
Memoir at the Celebration of the Completion of the New York Canals, Cadwallader D. Colden, Published by    
W. A. Davis, New York, 1825 
https://www.eriecanal.org/images/Lockport-1/Lockport-excavation.jpg 
 

Deep Cutting, Lockport 
Memoir at the Celebration of the Completion of the New York Canals, Cadwallader D. Colden, Published by    
W. A. Davis, New York, 1825 
https://www.eriecanal.org/images/Lockport-1/Lockport-deep_cut.jpg 
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Plan of locks at Lockport, c. 1835-1842 
Niagara County Historical Society  
http://www.eriecanal.org/images/Lockport-1/LockportLocks-Plan-1860.jpg 
Plan of locks at Lockport, ca. 1835-1862 
New York State Archives 
http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/objects/41231 
 

Original Locks at Lockport 1825 
Memoir at the Celebration of the Completion of the New York Canals, Cadwallader D. Colden, Published by    
W. A. Davis, New York, 1825 
https://www.eriecanal.org/images/Lockport-1/Lockport-1825.jpg 
 

 
Barrel making at cooper shop, Lockport NY c. 1900 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Cooperage-2.jpg 
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Canal Mug, Speckled brown glazed stoneware with blue glaze lip and image. Lockport, NY with an image of a 
canal boat. 
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16694coll2/id/704/rec/521 
 
 
 

Getting apples ready for shipment on the Erie Canal, early 20th century 
Niagara County Historical Society Photo Collection 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Apple-sorting.jpg 
 
 
 
 

 
  
Birdsill Holly Fire Hydrant 
Double Valve Fire Hydrant invented and manufactured by Holly Manufacturing Company in Lockport, N.Y. 
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16694coll2/id/110/rec/77 
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Birdsill Holly patent for a fire hydrant (1869) 
https://pdfpiw.uspto.gov/.piw?Docid=94749&idkey=NONE&homeurl=http%3A%252F%252Fpatft.uspto.gov%2
52Fnetahtml%252FPTO%252Fpatimg.htm 
 
 

 
Transit Street Bridge area, west of the Bridge. Ca 1947 (shows lumber company buildings) 
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15004coll9/id/239/rec/2 
 
 

 
1851 map of the mills in the Locks District. It shows how the surplus water from the canal was diverted for use 
in powering mills. 
Niagara County Historical Society Map Collection 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Locks-Mill-District-1851.jpg  
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Holly Manufacturing Company, Lockport NY c. 1875 
Niagara County Historical Society Photo Collection 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Drawing-of-Holly-Factory.jpg   
  
 

 
Panoramic view of the Locks at Lockport c. 1900 
Niagara County Historical Society Photo Collection 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Home-of-Wheatlet2.jpg 
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Primary Source Set (4.6f) How Did Rapid Industrialization in the 
US Impact Communities Along the Erie Canal, Like Lockport, NY? 

 

 

 

Lockport from an old print, 1836, in History of Niagara County, N.Y., with illustrations descriptive of its 
scenery, private residences, public buildings, fine blocks and important manufactories and portraits of old 
pioneers and prominent residents, 1878 in New York Heritage: 
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/VVN001/id/840 
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Receipt from James Jackson, Jr. & Son’s Niagara Planing Mill, Lockport NY, 1867 
Niagara County Historical Society Archive Collection  
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Jackson-Lumber.jpg 

 

 

Merry-Go-Round steam engine made by Norman & Evans Company, Lockport NY, 1905 
Niagara County Historical Society Photo Collection 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Norman-Evans-Steam-Engine-2.jpg 
 

 

 

Western Block Company, Lockport NY manufacturers of block and tackles for use on ships and canal boats and 
other industries, c. 1900 
Niagara County Historical Society Photo Collection 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Western-Block-2.jpg 
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 Covert Car Company, Lockport NY c. 1903 
 Niagara County Historical Society Photo Collection 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Covert-Motor-Vehicles-c1905.jpg   
 

 

Ad for Lockport Glass Works from the 1860 Lockport Directory 
Niagara County Historical Society Archive Collection 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Lockport-Glass-Works-3.jpg  
 

 
Holly Manufacturing Company, Lockport NY c. 1875 
Niagara County Historical Society Photo Collection 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Drawing-of-Holly-Factory.jpg   
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Ad for Alumina Soapalite laundry detergent made by the Electric Smelting & Aluminum Company, Lockport 
NY. It used oxide from aluminum and other minerals to combine chemically with alkali to create a new 
product. Niagara County Historical Society Archive Collection 
 https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Electric-Smelting-Aluminum-Co.jpg 

 

Salesman marketing sheet for TUCO Puzzles made by The Upson Co., Lockport NY. The company made 
wallboard beginning in 1910 but during the Great Depression switched over to making puzzles to keep their 
workers employed. Niagara County Historical Society Archive Collection  
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/TUCO-Puzzle-Marketing-Sheet-Detail-2.jpg 
 
 

 
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16694coll2/id/5475/rec/1 
Clear 7 fl. Oz. glass beverage bottle with red and white pyroglazed label. "Meyers Beverages" from the F.D. 
Meyers Bottling Wks, Inc. Lockport, N.Y. On the back it says "A Beverage of Unsurpassed Quality Guaranteed 
Absolutely Pure." 
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Thompson Milling Company, ""Graham Flour"" Paper Display, Market Street (Lockport N.Y.); Thompson Milling 
Company 
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16694coll2/id/595/rec/396 
 

 
Black & White photo of the Lockport Felt Mill, Newfane, NY. Bird's Eye View. 10-07-1928. 
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16694coll2/id/719/rec/266 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Water cooler made by Indurated Fibre Company of Lockport. In the 1880s a process was developed to make 
watertight containers using wood pulp. The wood pulp would be beaten in vats and then poured into molds. 
After applying 100 pounds of pressure per square inch, the molds were heated at 200 degrees. The forms 
were then sandpapered inside and out, polished to a glossy finish and baked again. The result was a watertight 
container that could hold practically any substance. 
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Reproduction of Raphael Beck mural “The Opening of the Erie Canal, October 26, 1825” at the Erie Canal 
Discovery Center in Lockport, NY 
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/NYNCH/id/50/  
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Credits and Resources 
	
Special Thanks to: 
 
Ann Marie Linnaberry Niagara County Historical Center 
Heidi Ziemer   Western New York Library Resources Council 
Rich Pyszczek   Buffalo Public Schools & NFCSS President 
 
Lesson Resources: 
 
Niagara County Historical Center 
https://niagarahistory.org	
 
Library of Congress 
https://www.loc.gov/programs/teachers/about-this-program/		
 
New York State Library 
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov		
 
New York State Archives 
http://www.archives.nysed.gov/education		
 
New York Heritage 
https://nyheritage.org		
	
Erie Canal Website 
http://eriecanal.org	
	
Buffalo Architecture and History 
https://buffaloah.com		
	
	
	
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


