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4.6	WESTWARD	MOVEMENT	AND	INDUSTRIALIZATION:	New	York	State	played	an	important	role	
in	the	growth	of	the	United	States.	During	the	1800s,	people	traveled	west	looking	for	
opportunities.	Economic	activities	in	New	York	State	are	varied	and	have	changed	over	time,	with	
improvements	in	transportation	and	technology.		(Standards:	1,	3,	4;	Themes:	MOV,	TCC,	GEO,	
ECO,	TECH)	

	

Lessons Developed by the Niagara County Historical Society 
 

Sponsored by the: 

 
In	Partnership	with	the	National	Park	Service	



Primary Source Set 4.6a: Why Did New York State and the 
American Nation Need the Erie Canal? 

 

Lockport from an old print, 1836, in History of Niagara County, N.Y., with illustrations descriptive of its 
scenery, private residences, public buildings, fine blocks and important manufactories and portraits of old 
pioneers and prominent residents, 1878 in New York Heritage:  
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/VVN001/id/840 
 

 
 
https://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/fast_facts/1790_fast_facts.html 
 
 



 
 

 
Data compiled from U.S. Census reports 1810 to 1850 in the collection of the Niagara County 
Genealogical Society, Lockport NY 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/4.6a.docx.pdf 
 
 

 
(1783 Treaty of Paris map) 
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3701sm.gct00483/?st=gallery  
 

 
(1787 Northwest Ordinance map) 
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3701sm.gct00482/?sp=20 
 

 
(1803 Louisiana Purchase map) 
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g3300.ct001126  
 



 
Newberry Atlas Map (NYS):  
https://publications.newberry.org/ahcbp/map/map.html#NY 
 
 

 
Western NY land claims: 
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g3802n.ct005648 
 

 

 
Emigration to the Western Country  
The Pictorial Field-book of the War of 1812; or, Illustrations, by Pen and Pencil, of the History, Biography, 
Scenery, Relics, and Traditions of the Last War for American Independence. Benson J. Lossing, (New York: 
Harper & Brothers, 1869) - Vol.2, page 1180 
New York State Library 
NYSL link: http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/mssc/eriecanal/lossingimages/lossing_our-country-v2-
opp%20p1180_emigration-western-country_oxen-pulling-wagons.pdf 
 
 
 



 
Images of overland travel by horse and oxcart: 
https://www.loc.gov/resource/fsa.8b28218/ 
 
 

 
Descriptions of overland and water travel through New York State from History of Niagara County monograph 
(page 92): 
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/VVN001/id/768 
 

 

 
Letter from 11-year-old Jane Taft to her sister Frances Taft Root in 1838 
Niagara County Historical Society, Atwater Collection 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/JaneTaft-letter14A.jpg 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“A Pioneer’s Clearing” oil painting by E.A. Philleo of the Town of Somerset, Niagara County, done from 
memory in 1885. The scene is nine miles from Lockport but in which direction is not specified.  
Niagara County Historical Society, Art Collection 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Pioneer-Clearing2-1-scaled.jpg 
 
 
 

 
Pioneer cabin recreation 
Niagara County Historical Society, Lockport NY 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Poineer-cabin.jpg 
 
 

 
 
Description of occupations of first settlers in Lockport, NY: 
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/VVN001/id/841 
 



 
Description of roads, terrain and travel conditions encountered on a journey to the “Genesee Country” found 
in the History of Niagara County, NY, Sanford and Co., New York, NY 1878, p. 92:  
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/VVN001/id/768 
 

 
Excerpt from the “Autobiography of Delilah Wisner Merritt (1813-1899), A Town of Newfane Pioneer,” 
Newfane Historical Society Publication, Star Printing Incorporated, Newfane, NY, 1975 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Delilah-Wisner-Merritt4A.jpg 
 

 
An enlarged and complete map of the village of Lockport, drawn from the latest maps on file and other 
authentic surveys, 1845 by Jesse P. Haines 
Niagara County Historical Society 
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g3804l.wd000572 
 



 
Broadside Advertising New York Canal Lands on Sale, 1823 
New York State Archives  
http://www.archives.nysed.gov/education/broadside-advertising-new-york-canal-lands-sale-1823 
 
 
 

 
Choice and Valuable Lands (Albany, N.Y.: Packard & Van Benthuysen, 1828) [broadside] 
New York State Library  
https://nysl.ptfs.com/data/Library5/111091.PDF 
 
 
 
 



 
Stone boat on skids for removing rocks and stones from land to facilitate plowing and planting; example of 
early plow inside boat Yates Barn, Niagara County Historical Society, Lockport NY  
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Stone-boat-w-plow4A.jpg 
 

 
c. 1810 Grain bin made from c. 200 year old Buttonwood (Sycamore) tree 
Yates Barn, Niagara County Historical Society, Lockport NY 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Grain-bin4A.jpg 
 

 
Recreated Blacksmith Shop 
Yates Barn, Niagara County Historical Society, Lockport NY 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Blacksmith-shop4A-rotated.jpg 
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Lesson Resources: 
 
Niagara County Historical Center 
https://niagarahistory.org	
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https://nyheritage.org		
	
Erie Canal Website 
http://eriecanal.org	
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