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The Erie Canal  

in Western New York 

 
4.6	WESTWARD	MOVEMENT	AND	INDUSTRIALIZATION:	New	York	State	played	an	important	role	
in	the	growth	of	the	United	States.	During	the	1800s,	people	traveled	west	looking	for	
opportunities.	Economic	activities	in	New	York	State	are	varied	and	have	changed	over	time,	with	
improvements	in	transportation	and	technology.		(Standards:	1,	3,	4;	Themes:	MOV,	TCC,	GEO,	
ECO,	TECH)	

	

Lessons Developed by the Niagara County Historical Society 
 

Sponsored by the: 

 
In	Partnership	with	the	National	Park	Service	
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Primary Source Set 4.6c: How did the Erie Canal transform a 
town into a thriving city?  

  
Lockport from an old print, 1836, in History of Niagara County, N.Y., with illustrations descriptive of its 
scenery, private residences, public buildings, fine blocks and important manufactories and portraits of old 
pioneers and prominent residents, 1878 in New York Heritage: 

 https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/VVN001/id/840 
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Title: "Walking Wager" 
Source: Peter Piper's Practical Principles of Plain and Perfect Pronunciation, by Anonymous, Philadelphia  
Date Created: 1836 Wikipedia link: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pedestrianism#/media/File:Walking_wager_1800_primer_illustration.jpg 
 

 
Title: Emigration to the Western Country  
Source: The Pictorial Field-book of the War of 1812; or, Illustrations, by Pen and Pencil, of the History, 
Biography, Scenery, Relics, and Traditions of the Last War for American Independence. Benson J. Lossing, (New 
York: Harper & Brothers, 1869) - Vol.2, page 1180 
Date Created: c. 1869 
Owned by: New York State Library 
NYSL link: http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/mssc/eriecanal/lossingimages/lossing_our-country-v2-
opp%20p1180_emigration-western-country_oxen-pulling-wagons.pdf 
 

 
Images of overland travel by horse and oxcart: 
https://www.loc.gov/resource/fsa.8b28218/ 
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Title: Mail Stage From Canandaigua to Lewiston 
Source: Rochester Telegraph, Rochester, NY 
Date Created: May 28, 1819 
http://stagecoachdays.blogspot.com/2011/10/stagecoach-days-in-western-new-york.html 
 
 

 
Horse drawn wagon on Lock Street, ca. 1910 
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15004coll9/id/235/rec/73 
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Letter from 11 year old Jane Taft to her sister Frances Taft Root in 1838 
Niagara County Historical Society, Atwater Collection 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/JaneTaft-letter14A.jpg 
 
 
 

 
Descriptions of overland and water travel through New York State from History of Niagara County monograph 
(page 92): 
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/VVN001/id/768 
 
 

 
Evolution of boats used on Erie Canal, 1825-1899 
https://www.eriecanal.org/images/misc/1899boat.jpg 
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https://mlpp.pressbooks.pub/americanenvironmentalhistory/chapter/chapter-6-transportation-revolution/ 
 
 
 
Comparison of modes of transportation - pdf 
https://www.econedlink.org/resources/transportation-they-say-we-had-a-revolution-part-1/ 
 
 

 
Title: A list of the principal places on the Erie canal, and their distance from each other  
Source: T. Buchanan (Utica, N. Y., R. W. Roberts, printer, c1846) in An American Time Capsule, Library of 
Congress, Rare Book and Special Collections Division, Printed Ephemera Collection 
Date Created: c. 1846 
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.rbc/rbpe.1200020c 
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A table showing the toll per barrel of flour; the toll per 100 lbs per mile; and the toll per 100 lbs. on 
merchandise, ...  
T. Buchanan (Utica, N. Y.,  R. W. Roberts, printer, c1846) 
An American Time Capsule, Library of Congress, Rare Book and Special Collections Division, Printed Ephemera 
Collection 
https://www.eriecanal.org/images/misc/tolls.jpg 
 
 

"To and from Albany and Buffalo, by the Erie Canal", 1846. 
https://www.eriecanal.org/images/misc/fares1846.jpg 
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Strap Railroad Locomotive 
The Old Lockport and Niagara Falls Strap Railroad, Raymond F. Yates, Published by the Niagara County 
Historical Society, 1950 
Niagara County Historical Society 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Strap-Railroad-Locomotive.jpg 
 
 

 
Train Station with telegraph 
 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.rbc/juv.48867 
 
 

 
Trollope, Frances, Domestic Manners of the Americans, Whittaker, Treacher & Co., London, 1832, p. 252-253. 
https://archive.org/details/b29350384_0002/page/n7/mode/2up?q=Lockport 
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Erie Canal Packet Boats 
Advertisement from “American Traveller,” Boston, May 30, 1828. 
https://www.eriecanal.org/boats/AmericanTraveller-1828.jpg 
 
 
 

 
Excerpt from the “Autobiography of Delilah Wisner Merritt (1813-1899), A Town of Newfane Pioneer,” 
Newfane Historical Society Publication, Star Printing Incorporated, Newfane, NY, 1975 
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Delilah-Wisner-Merritt4A.jpg 
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Credits and Resources 
	
Special Thanks to: 
 
Ann Marie Linnaberry Niagara County Historical Center 
Heidi Ziemer   Western New York Library Resources Council 
Rich Pyszczek   Buffalo Public Schools & NFCSS President 
 
Lesson Resources: 
 
Niagara County Historical Center 
https://niagarahistory.org	
 
Library of Congress 
https://www.loc.gov/programs/teachers/about-this-program/		
 
New York State Library 
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov		
 
New York State Archives 
http://www.archives.nysed.gov/education		
 
New York Heritage 
https://nyheritage.org		
	
Erie Canal Website 
http://eriecanal.org	
	
Buffalo Architecture and History 
https://buffaloah.com		
	
	
	
 

 


