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 ​Inquiry Design Model (IDM) Blueprint™ 

Compelling 
Question What were the benefits and drawbacks of immigrating to New York? 

Standards and 
Practices 

4.7 IMMIGRATION AND MIGRATION FROM THE EARLY 1800S TO THE PRESENT:  Many people have 

immigrated and migrated to New York State contributing to its cultural growth and development. 

(Standards: 1, 3, 4, 5; Themes: ID, MOV, CIV, ECO, EXCH) 

  

4.7a Immigrants came to New York State for a variety of reasons. Many immigrants arriving in New 

York City were greeted by the sight of the Statue of Liberty and were processed through Ellis Island. 

  

Ø​  ​Students will trace the arrival of various immigrant groups to New York State in the 

mid-1800s, 1890s, 1920s, mid-1900s, 1990s, and today; examining why they came and where 

they settled, noting the role of the Irish potato famine. 

Ø​  ​Students will explore the experiences of immigrants being processed at Ellis Island and what 

challenges immigrants faced.  

Ø​  ​Students will investigate factory conditions experienced by immigrants by examining 

sweatshops, the Triangle Shirtwaist Fire, the use child labor, and the formation of labor 

unions. 

Ø​  ​Students will research an immigrant group in their local community or nearest city in terms 

of where that group settled, what types of jobs they held, and what services were available to 

them, such as ethnic social clubs and fraternal support organizations. 

 

 

Staging the 
Question 

 

Rich Newberg Video 

Buffalo’s Immigrants - The American Dream ​http://digital.buffalolib.org/document/1815 
 

Supporting  

Question 1  

Supporting  

Question 2  

Supporting  

Question 3  

Why did immigrants leave 
their home countries? 

What was the process like at 
Ellis Island? 

 

What difficulties did 
immigrants face while 
adapting to their new 

communities? 
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Formative  

Performance Task 

Formative  

Performance Task 

Formative  

Performance Task 

1. Students will watch clips from 
“Buffalo’s Immigrants - The 
American Dream” regarding the 
reasons people immigrated to 
New York (start time 03:11- 8:26) 

2. In a group, read the following 
testimonials,  annotate the text, 
and discuss reasons for people 
immigrating to New York. 

3. Students will take information 
from the testimonials and use 
RADD to answer “Why did 
immigrants leave their home 
countries?”.  Students will be 
scored using the NYS 2-Point 
response rubric 

1. Watch History Channel video 
about the process of arriving at 
Ellis Island.  Discuss thoughts 
and observations of what 
immigrants had to go through. 

2. Students partner up and take a 
virtual field trip through Ellis 
Island.  Students will take two 
column notes about the places 
(10) they visit. 

1. Gallery walk of Hardships - in 
groups of 4 examine the 
pictures, read the text, and 
discuss the hardships that 
were faced by immigrants. 

2. Students will take information 
from the gallery walk and use 
RADD to answer “What 
difficulties did immigrants face 
adapting to their new 
communities?”.  Students will 
be scored using the NYS 
2-Point response rubric. 

Featured Sources Featured Sources Featured Sources 

Buffalo’s Immigrants - The American 
Dream 
http://digital.buffalolib.org/document/18
15 

 

Read over these stories to identify why 
these families emigrated to the United 
States: 

https://www.nps.gov/elis/learn/historyc
ulture/stories_perdikis.htm 

https://www.nps.gov/elis/learn/historyc
ulture/stories_mirelowitz.htm 

https://www.nps.gov/elis/learn/historyc
ulture/stories_jue.htm 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b
DNKHWzQiz8 

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities
/immigration/tour/ 

 

https://www.theclassroom.com/chall
enges-hardships-did-immigrants-face-

8483961.html 

 

Summative  

Performance Task  

Argument 
4-Point question “What were the benefits and drawbacks of immigrating to New York?” 

 

Extension Research: Pick a nationality and research their settlement in Buffalo, New York. 
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https://buffaloah.com/search.html?cx=008664580565903273424%3Aywuidxamg3u&cof=FO
RID%3A10&ie=UTF-8&q=immigrnats&sa=Search 

Taking Informed 
Action 

Research: Pick a nationality and research their settlement in Buffalo, New York. 

https://buffaloah.com/search.html?cx=008664580565903273424%3Aywuidxamg3u&cof=FORID%3A10&ie
=UTF-8&q=immigrnats&sa=Search 
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Name: _______________________________________        Date: __________________ 
 

Immigration: Supporting Question #1 
2-Point Response Question 

 

Question:​ Why did immigrants leave their home countries? Cite two 
different sources in your response.  
 

Planning 
 

Restate: _________________________________________________ 
 

Answer: _________________________________________________ 
 

Cite: ____________________________________________________ 
 

Cite: ____________________________________________________ 

Answer:  

_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________ 
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Name: _______________________________________        Date: __________________ 
 
Directions:​ Use the following website to tour Ellis Island. Complete the 2-column notes 
based on your readings. Make sure to use your own words. (Don’t just copy!) 
 

Website:​ ​http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour/ 

 
Tour Stops Details 

The Passage 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Arrival 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Ellis Island 
Baggage Room 
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Tour Stops Details 

The Stairs to the 
Registry Room 
 
 
 
 

 

The Registry Room 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Medical Exam 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Legal Inspection 
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Tour Stops Details 

Detainees 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Stairs of 
Separation 
 
 
 
 

 

The Kissing Post 
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Name: _______________________________________        Date: __________________ 
 

Immigration: Supporting Question #3 
2-Point Response Question 

 

Question:​ What difficulties did immigrants face while adapting to their 
new communities? Cite two different sources in your response.  
 

Planning 
 

Restate: _________________________________________________ 
 

Answer: _________________________________________________ 
 

Cite: ____________________________________________________ 
 

Cite: ____________________________________________________ 

Answer:  

_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________ 
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Name: _______________________________________        Date: __________________ 
 

Compelling Question 
4-Point Response Question 

 

Question:​ What were the benefits and drawbacks of immigrating to 
New York? Use information from photographs, the texts, your notes, 
and your 2-point responses to support your answer.  
Be sure to include:  

● Information from at least 2 sources 
● At least 2 benefits of immigrating to NY 
● At least 2 drawbacks of immigrating to NY 

 

Planning 
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Answer:  

_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________ 
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Resources for Supporting Question 1: 
Why did immigrants leave their home countries? 

Stories from this site:​https://www.nps.gov/elis/learn/historyculture/stories.htm 
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Family 1 

 
Family 2 
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Family 3 
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Family 4 
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Resources for Supporting Question 3:  
What difficulties did immigrants face while adapting 

to their new communities? 
Hardship 1 
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Hardship 2 

 

 
 

  

                    ​Grant, Lee, and Swan, 2014  

 



 

 
Hardship 3 
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Hardship 4 
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