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Kindergarten/Grade 1 

** Can be taught over several days depending on class size and setting **  

 
Why do we hold 

elections? 
 

Kristy Michalek (67), Rita Aikin (67) , Brittany McCabe (81), Kelly Fogarti (43) 
 

 
 

Supporting Questions 

1. How and why do people vote? 

2. Who do we vote for? 

3. What happens after the election? 
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 Inquiry Design Model (IDM) Blueprint™ 

Compelling 
Question 

Why do we hold elections? 

Standards and 
Practices 

K.4- Children and adults have rights & responsibilities at home, school, communities, school, classroom 

1.3- A citizen is a member of a community or group 

Staging the 
Question 

Explain to students that we will not be in school tomorrow because it is Election Day and that it is important 
for us to know why we get the day off of school.  Election Day closes schools because many schools are used 
as polling places.   

Supporting  

Question 1  

Supporting  

Question 2  

Supporting  

Question 3  

How and why do people vote? Who do we vote for? What happens after the elections? 

Formative  

Performance Task 

Formative  

Performance Task 

Formative  

Performance Task 

 

Think Pair Share: Students will tell 
their neighbor why elections are held. 

 

Ballot Practice: Students will practice filling 
in bubbles on the ballot sample.  

N/A (See Summative Task Below) 

Featured Sources Featured Sources Featured Sources 

Trade Book: Duck for President by 
Doreen Cronin  

School House Rock Video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
ZFJ2e82Nvnw 

Sesame Street Election Day Video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
LRw4iuq498Y 

Erie County Sample Ballot  

(See Attached)  

Voting for Kids Video:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GrG7z
BUDiqQ 

Byron Brown Elected Buffalo’s First 
African American Mayor  

https://vimeo.com/showcase/6189369
/video/353457689 

Summative  

Performance 
Task  

Argument Students will defend the choice of what they will vote for. 

Extension 
Students will cast votes for their cookie preference (oreo or chocolate chip).  Votes will be 
tallied and cookies distributed.   
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Lesson Flipchart 

 

 

 
Slide 1 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZFJ2e82Nvnw 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Slide 2 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LRw4iuq498Y 
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Slide 3 
Political Party Discussion  

 
 
 
 

 
 

Slide 4 
Discussion & View Sample Ballot 
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Slide 5 
Read Aloud 

 
 
 

 
 

Slide 6 
Vote using Cookie Ballots! 

 


