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NYSED Changes: The Framework

NYS Core Curriculum Resource 
Guide (1999)

NYS Grades 9-12 Social Studies 
Framework (2014)

curriculum.newvisions.org

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/socst/pub/sscore2.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/socst/pub/sscore2.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B983HVzueTyVZUpJckpiVjBFZWs/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B983HVzueTyVZUpJckpiVjBFZWs/view?usp=sharing


NYSED Changes: The Tests
curriculum.newvisions.org

Global History and 
Geography Regents Exam

Transition Regents Examination in Global 
History and Geography

Global History and Geography II Regents 
Examination

(NO LONGER OFFERED) (Offered starting in June 2018 through June 2020) (Offered starting June 2019)

Content 
Assessed

Two year course in Global 
History and Geography  as 
defined in the Social Studies 
Resource Guide and Core 
Curriculum (1999)

One year course in Global History and Geography 
consisting of the unit entitled “Methodology in 
Global History and Geography” and Units 5-8 as 
defined in the Social Studies Resource Guide and 
Core Curriculum (1999)

One year Global History and Geography II course as 
defined in the New York State K-12 Social Studies 
Framework

Format Part 1- 50 Multiple choice 
Questions

Part 1- 30 Multiple choice Questions (same as old 
format)

Part 1- 28 Stimulus Based Multiple Choice Questions 
● Questions require students to use a “stimulus (text, 

image, map, etc)” and their knowledge to answer 
questions

Part 2- Thematic Essay Part 2- Thematic Essay Part 2- Constructed Response Question Sets (2 sets)
● Paired documents
● Questions about historical/geographic context, 

sourcing, bias, reliability, cause and effect, and 
comparison

● See Revised Prototype for Part II,  Revised 
Prototype for Part II and Understanding the CRQ 
from the NYSED presentation at the  NYSCSS ‘18 
Conference

Part 3A- Short Answer 
Questions

Part 3A- Short Answer Questions Part 3- Extended Essay on Enduring Issues
● Same prompt every  year, different docs
● See this Sample Enduring Issues Essay with 

scoring notes and anchor papers and Comparing 
the Enduring Issues and DBQ Rubrics from the 
NYSED Presentation at the NYSCSS ‘18 
Conference

Part 3B- Document Based 
Essay Question

Part 3B- Document Based Essay Question

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/socst/pub/sscore2.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/socst/pub/sscore2.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/socst/pub/sscore2.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/socst/pub/sscore2.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/socst/pub/sscore2.pdf
https://www.engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-k-12-social-studies-framework
https://www.engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-k-12-social-studies-framework
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12b2jkwrZWzi_tFRZFBh5h0WWD2g8OZ1C/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oiyxvt2HiAv_Wiskn0wGbNAER7d04Io5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oiyxvt2HiAv_Wiskn0wGbNAER7d04Io5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GuCS0QWc_xFih7QYw3DGJOsJptTkTpfS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RaVJ2XVbRkWRDQ6VC21di9oKQ3_0Ig_N/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RaVJ2XVbRkWRDQ6VC21di9oKQ3_0Ig_N/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Qrl9q9b8SwAUwXvPoaQXoRiTvKu-gdu3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Qrl9q9b8SwAUwXvPoaQXoRiTvKu-gdu3/view?usp=sharing


NYSED Changes: The Weighting
curriculum.newvisions.org

Item Types
Previous 
Global 

Approx. 
Weighting

Global 
Transition 

Exam 

Approx. 
Weighting

Item Types
New 

Global II 
Exam

Approx.
Weighting

Multiple Choice 
Questions 50 55% 30 55% Stimulus-based 

MCQs 28 54%

Thematic Essay 1 15% 1 15%
Constructed 

Response 
Questions (CRQs)

9 17%

Scaffolding 
Questions for 

DBQ
11-14 15% 11-14 15%

Enduring Issue 
Essay 1 29%

DBQ 1 15% 1 15%



NYSED Changes: The Timeline curriculum.newvisions.org

Exam Schedule

Test Administration
Global Transition 

Exam 
New Global II Exam

Current US History 
Exam

New US History Exam

August 2017 Offered

January 2018 Offered

June 2018 Offered (6/5) Offered

August 2018 Offered Offered

January 2019 Offered Offered

June 2019 Offered Offered (early June) Offered

August 2019 Offered Offered Offered

January 2020 Offered Offered Offered

June 2020 Offered Offered Offered (early June)

August 2020 Offered Offered



Part 2: Format and Question Templates Q 1, 2
curriculum.newvisions.org

Short Answer Question Set Structure

Question 1
Historical or 
Geographic 
Context (using 
doc 1)

Historical Context- refers to the historical circumstances 

that led to this event/idea/historical development.

1. Explain the historical circumstances that led to the 

historical development in the document. [1]

OR

Geographic Context- refers to where this historical 

development/event is taking place and why it is taking place 

there.

1. Explain the geographic context for the historical 

developments shown on the map. 

Question 2a
Sourcing 
(using doc 2)

2a. Using document 2, 

explain ___’s bias 

concerning ___. [1] OR

2a. Using document 2, 

explain ___’s purpose 

for writing about what 

occurred in ___ on ___. 

[1]

OR

2a. Using document 2, identify 

___’s point of view concerning 

___. [1] OR

2a. Using document 2, 

explain ___’s audience 

for writing about ___. [1] 

Question 2b
(using doc 2)

Reliability- determined based on how useful the information found in a source is for a particular purpose.

2b. Explain the extent to which the document is a reliable source of evidence for understanding a specific use. In your response, be 

sure to include your evaluation of the source’s reliability and your reasoning for that evaluation. [1] 

Students are given 

TWO documents and 

asked THREE sets of 
questions about them. 

Doc 1 Doc 2

Related NYSED Resources: Revised Part 2 Prototype, March, 2018, Rubrics for Revised Part 2 Prototype, March, 2018, Understanding the CRQ, March 2018

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12b2jkwrZWzi_tFRZFBh5h0WWD2g8OZ1C/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oiyxvt2HiAv_Wiskn0wGbNAER7d04Io5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GuCS0QWc_xFih7QYw3DGJOsJptTkTpfS/view?usp=sharing


Part 2: Format and Question Templates Q3
curriculum.newvisions.org

Short Answer Question Set Structure

Question 3
Relationship 
between 
documents:

Causation
AND

Turning 
Point
OR

Comparison

Cause- refers to something that contributes to the occurence of an event, the rise of an idea, or the bringing about of a development.

Effect- refers to what happens as a consequence (result, impact, outcome) of an event, an idea, or a development.

3. Identify and explain a cause-and-effect relationship associated with the events, ideas, or historical developments in documents 1 and 

2. Be sure to use evidence from both documents between the events or ideas found in these documents. [1]

AND

Turning point- is a major event, idea, or historical development that brings about significant change. It can be local, regional, national, 
or global.

3a. Identify a turning point associated with the events, ideas, or historical developments related to both documents 1 and 2. [1]

3b. Explain why the events, ideas, or historical developments associated with these documents are considered a turning point. Be sure 
to use evidence from both documents 1 and 2 in your response. [1]

OR

Similarity- tells how something is alike or the same as something else.

Difference- tells how something is not alike or not the same as something else.

3a. Identify a similarity or a difference between the events, ideas, or historical developments presented in documents 1 and 2. [1]

3b. Explain a similarity or a difference in the events, ideas, or historical developments presented in these documents. Be sure to use 
evidence from both documents 1 and 2 in your response. [1]

Students are given 

TWO documents and 

asked THREE sets of 
questions about them. 

Doc 1 Doc 2

Related NYSED Resources: Revised Part 2 Prototype, March, 2018, Rubrics for Revised Part 2 Prototype, March, 2018, Understanding the CRQ, March 2018

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12b2jkwrZWzi_tFRZFBh5h0WWD2g8OZ1C/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oiyxvt2HiAv_Wiskn0wGbNAER7d04Io5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GuCS0QWc_xFih7QYw3DGJOsJptTkTpfS/view?usp=sharing


Part 2: Helpful Terms for the Global II Exam
curriculum.newvisions.org

Related NYSED Resources: Revised Part 2 Prototype, March, 2018, Rubrics for Revised Part 2 Prototype, March, 2018, Understanding the CRQ, March 2018

Click here for a list of Definitions and Explanations of Terms on the Global History and 
Geography II Regents Exam that have been provided by NYSED. 

Terms Defined on the 
Global II Exam

Terms Defined by NYSED, 
but Not Defined on the 

Global II Exam 

Historical Context
Geographic Context

Reliability
Cause
Effect

Turning Point
Similarity

Difference
Enduring Issue

Identify
Explain

Primary Source
Secondary Source

Evidence
Bias

Point of View
Audience
Purpose

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12b2jkwrZWzi_tFRZFBh5h0WWD2g8OZ1C/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oiyxvt2HiAv_Wiskn0wGbNAER7d04Io5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GuCS0QWc_xFih7QYw3DGJOsJptTkTpfS/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kJIsN7X6Rem4K5wIAeyJDnJ4TId38zpQejw5mkbWIdQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kJIsN7X6Rem4K5wIAeyJDnJ4TId38zpQejw5mkbWIdQ/edit


Part 2: What is reliability?
curriculum.newvisions.org

Reliability:
Determined based on how useful the information found in a source is for a 

particular purpose

No source is necessarily either reliable or unreliable for every purpose

The reliability of evidence in an historical source can depend on what you want to use it for.

An historical source may be reliable in some parts and unreliable in others. 

Related NYSED Resources: Revised Part 2 Prototype, March, 2018, Rubrics for Revised Part 2 Prototype, March, 2018, Understanding the CRQ, March 2018

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12b2jkwrZWzi_tFRZFBh5h0WWD2g8OZ1C/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oiyxvt2HiAv_Wiskn0wGbNAER7d04Io5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GuCS0QWc_xFih7QYw3DGJOsJptTkTpfS/view?usp=sharing


Part 2: Scoring Notes: Questions 1 and 2
curriculum.newvisions.org

Scoring Notes

Question 1
Historical or 
Geographic 
Context (using 
doc 1)

1. The response to the context question will not usually come directly from the document, but it will be related to information in the 

document. 

Responses must be both historically/geographically accurate AND tied to the document/question. 

Question 2a
Sourcing 
(using doc 2)

2a. The response will provide information about bias, point of view, audience, or purpose of the document. 

Question 2b
(using doc 2)

2b. The question will always be about reliability, but the structure and intent of the question will vary. The question is intentionally 

designed to align with the specific source provided. 

Responses must explain the extent to which a source provides reliable evidence, stating whether the sources is reliable, unreliable, or 

somewhat reliable, and must explain the reasoning for that evaluation. To earn credit, both components must be present in the 

response. 

Response must be both historically accurate AND tied to the document/question. 

Students are given 

TWO documents and 

asked THREE sets of 
questions about them. 

Doc 1 Doc 2

Related NYSED Resources: Revised Part 2 Prototype, March, 2018, Rubrics for Revised Part 2 Prototype, March, 2018, Understanding the CRQ, March 2018

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12b2jkwrZWzi_tFRZFBh5h0WWD2g8OZ1C/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oiyxvt2HiAv_Wiskn0wGbNAER7d04Io5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GuCS0QWc_xFih7QYw3DGJOsJptTkTpfS/view?usp=sharing


Part 2: Scoring Notes: Question 3
curriculum.newvisions.org

Scoring Notes

Question 3
Relationship 
between 
documents:

Causation
AND

Turning Point
OR

Comparison

Causation
3. The response will use evidence from both documents to identify and explain a cause-and-effect relationship associated with the events, ideas, or 
historical developments shown in the documents. 

AND

Turning Point
3a. The response will use evidence from both documents to identify a turning point associated with the events, ideas, or historical developments 
shown in the documents. 

3b. The response will use evidence from both documents to explain why the events, ideas, or historical developments are considered a turning 
point. 

If a response provides a correct explanation for question 3b, the response is awarded one credit even if the explanation is not ited to the turning 
point identified in question 3a. 

OR

Comparison
3a. The response will use evidence from both documents to identify a similarity or a difference associated with the events, ideas, or historical 
developments shown in the documents. 

3b. The response will use evidence from both documents to explain why the events, ideas, or historical developments are considered a similarity or 
a difference

If a response provides a correct explanation for question 3b, the response is awarded one credit even if the explanation is not tied to the similarity 
or difference identified in question 3a. 

Students are given 

TWO documents and 

asked THREE sets of 
questions about them. 

Doc 1 Doc 2

Related NYSED Resources: Revised Part 2 Prototype, March, 2018, Rubrics for Revised Part 2 Prototype, March, 2018, Understanding the CRQ, March 2018

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12b2jkwrZWzi_tFRZFBh5h0WWD2g8OZ1C/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oiyxvt2HiAv_Wiskn0wGbNAER7d04Io5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GuCS0QWc_xFih7QYw3DGJOsJptTkTpfS/view?usp=sharing


Part 3: Enduring Issues Essay
curriculum.newvisions.org

Prompt:

An enduring issue is a challenge or problem that has been debated or discussed across time. An enduring issue It 
is one that many societies have attempted to address with varying degrees of success.

In your essay

● Identify and define an enduring issue raised by this set of documents.
● Using your knowledge of social studies and evidence from the documents, argue why the issue you 

selected is significant and how it has endured across time.

Be sure to

● Identify the issue based on a historically accurate interpretation of at least three documents.
● Define the issue using evidence from at least three documents
● Argue that this is a significant issue that has endured by showing:

○ How the issue has affected people or been affected by people
○ How the issue has continued to be an issue or has changed over time

● Include outside information from your knowledge of social studies and include evidence from the 
documents.

Doc 1 Doc 2 Doc 3 Doc 4 Doc 5

Students are given 

FIVE documents 
from topics in 
Global II and must 

use THREE

The PROMPT is the 
SAME EVERY YEAR

Related NYSED Resources: Part 3 Prototype, May, 2016, Rubrics for Part 3, March, 2018, Comparing the Enduring Issues Essay Rubric to the DBQ Essay Rubric

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B983HVzueTyVV2Qzd2h3bXFWT0xQS0ROeEdfbExRcV9Nel9z/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RaVJ2XVbRkWRDQ6VC21di9oKQ3_0Ig_N/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Qrl9q9b8SwAUwXvPoaQXoRiTvKu-gdu3/view?usp=sharing


How and when will New Visions adapt to the 
new Social Studies exams?

curriculum.newvisions.org

Exam Schedule New Visions Actions

Test 
Administration

Global 
Transition Exam 

New Global II 
Exam

Current US 
History Exam

New US History 
Exam

New Visions Global I 
Curriculum 

Development 

New Visions Global II 
Curriculum 

Development

New Visions US 
History Curriculum 

Development

August 2017 Offered

Two assessment 
options:
1. Aligned to Transition 
Exam
2. Aligned to 
Framework Exam

Resources use Social 
Studies Practices and 
Enduring Issue language

Add Social Studies 
Practices

Resources will be 
aligned to Transition 
Exam.

Revise based on 
teacher feedback. 

January 2018 Offered

June 2018 Offered (6/5) Offered

August 2018 Offered Offered

Two assessment 
options:
1. Aligned to Transition 
Exam
2. Aligned to 
Framework Exam

Resources use Social 
Studies Practices and 
Enduring Issue language

January 2019 Offered Offered

June 2019 Offered Offered (early June) Offered

August 2019 Offered Offered Offered

Add Social Studies 
Practices

Resources will be 
aligned to NEW US 
History Exam

January 2020 Offered Offered Offered

June 2020 Offered Offered Offered 
(early June)

August 2020 Offered Offered
Post-Transition: 
Only the curriculum aligned to the Framework 
Exam available



How will New Visions help us prepare for the new exams? curriculum.newvisions.org

Preparing for the Transition Exam in Global II

New Transition-Aligned 
Assessments in the Global 
II Curriculum!
● On social studies 

methodology and Units 5-8 in 
the Resource Guide

● Cumulative up to 30 MC
● Thematic and DBQ Essays
● Teacher materials 



How will New Visions help us prepare for the new exams? curriculum.newvisions.org

Preparing for the NEW Global II Exam in Global I

NEW Global II-Aligned 
Assessments in the Global I 
Curriculum!
● On Global I content according to 

the Framework
● Part 1- Cumulative up to 25 

stimulus-based MC 
● Part 2- Paired document short 

answer sets
● Part 3- Enduring Issues Essay

1. Assessment

Exam Question Bank 
Aligned to the NEW Global 
II Exam!
● Sample questions for Parts 1, 

2, and 3
● Answers for part 1
● Sample answers for parts 2 

and 3 
● Looking for your input and 

contributions!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1e4veV1V_8mQlADOhi2FhAopIkgctLopgI1Pt4asUKU4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1e4veV1V_8mQlADOhi2FhAopIkgctLopgI1Pt4asUKU4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1e4veV1V_8mQlADOhi2FhAopIkgctLopgI1Pt4asUKU4/edit


How will New Visions help us prepare for the new exams? curriculum.newvisions.org

Preparing for the NEW Global II Exam in Global I

2. New Visions Student Social Studies Practices

Source Annotate Close Read Contextualize Compare

Categorize Corroborate Connect Cause and 
Effect

Identify Patterns Predict

Construct Arguments Take Informed Action Think Like a Geographer Think Like an Economist

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wIIu9GwbUfjfvY-frgxKSQeHytikWeWAcByAM273RoQ/edit#bookmark=id.wihp52p1gaq9
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wIIu9GwbUfjfvY-frgxKSQeHytikWeWAcByAM273RoQ/edit#bookmark=kix.wklc4m4tsseo
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wIIu9GwbUfjfvY-frgxKSQeHytikWeWAcByAM273RoQ/edit#bookmark=kix.saug34a06a90
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wIIu9GwbUfjfvY-frgxKSQeHytikWeWAcByAM273RoQ/edit#bookmark=kix.wnw89ot7cr3o
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wIIu9GwbUfjfvY-frgxKSQeHytikWeWAcByAM273RoQ/edit#bookmark=kix.8sqt5s65agiz
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wIIu9GwbUfjfvY-frgxKSQeHytikWeWAcByAM273RoQ/edit#bookmark=kix.j8otbu9bvtv9
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wIIu9GwbUfjfvY-frgxKSQeHytikWeWAcByAM273RoQ/edit#bookmark=kix.fr2q4wtgalvd
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wIIu9GwbUfjfvY-frgxKSQeHytikWeWAcByAM273RoQ/edit#bookmark=kix.3ejzdodwbgi8
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wIIu9GwbUfjfvY-frgxKSQeHytikWeWAcByAM273RoQ/edit#bookmark=kix.3ejzdodwbgi8
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wIIu9GwbUfjfvY-frgxKSQeHytikWeWAcByAM273RoQ/edit#bookmark=kix.wobhawf9x7mq
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wIIu9GwbUfjfvY-frgxKSQeHytikWeWAcByAM273RoQ/edit#bookmark=kix.jcqvdu89m76f
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wIIu9GwbUfjfvY-frgxKSQeHytikWeWAcByAM273RoQ/edit#bookmark=kix.xtqwyggz8a8u
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wIIu9GwbUfjfvY-frgxKSQeHytikWeWAcByAM273RoQ/edit#bookmark=kix.ca29u9a08p3c
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wIIu9GwbUfjfvY-frgxKSQeHytikWeWAcByAM273RoQ/edit#bookmark=kix.rbitpzydxxxy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wIIu9GwbUfjfvY-frgxKSQeHytikWeWAcByAM273RoQ/edit#bookmark=kix.52wvs6xvnssb


How will New Visions help us prepare for the new exams? curriculum.newvisions.org

Preparing for the NEW Global II Exam in Global I

3. Integrating Enduring Issues Into the Curriculum

List of Enduring Issues Enduring Issues are Foundation of Global I

Enduring Issue 
and Question 
(Course Level)

Power: How is power gained, 
consolidated, maintained and lost?

Unit 9.3 Essential 
Question 
(Unit Level)

How did classical civilizations gain, 
consolidate, maintain, and lose power?

Supporting 
Questions 
(Lesson Level)

SQ 9. How did the Mauryan Empire use 
their beliefs systems and philosophical 
ideas to gain, consolidate, and 
maintain power?

SQ 19: What were the effects of 
Alexander the Great’s empire?

SQ 29: How and why did the Roman 
Empire lose power?

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Du2HhpAPryul6zuUSdncxFWROCP7yr_ntrHey1byMsY/edit


How will New Visions help us prepare for the new exams? curriculum.newvisions.org

Preparing for the NEW Global II Exam in Global I

3. Integrating Enduring Issues Into the Curriculum

Lessons Introducing 
Enduring Issues

Enduring Issue Check-ins

Unit Introduction and 
Closer Activities 

Writing Resources for 
Historical Thinking Skills 
and the Enduring Issues 

Essay

https://curriculum.newvisions.org/social-studies/course/resource-collections/regents-prep-and-writing-resources-global-ii-exam/
https://curriculum.newvisions.org/social-studies/course/resource-collections/regents-prep-and-writing-resources-global-ii-exam/
https://curriculum.newvisions.org/social-studies/course/resource-collections/regents-prep-and-writing-resources-global-ii-exam/
https://curriculum.newvisions.org/social-studies/course/resource-collections/regents-prep-and-writing-resources-global-ii-exam/
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