




film footage from the '60s, I was hopeful." She became "ecstatic" after the Association 

provided her with film footage of the Road Vultures Motorcycle Club, an outlaw group 

of bikers. Rodriguez once rode with that gang, although, according to Stern, he tried to 

steer members away from criminal activity. The Buffalo clips will appear in "The 

Provocations of Spain Rodriguez," Stern's work in progress. 

WIVB-TV (CBS affiliate), Buffalo's first TV station, became the first to grant the 

Association licensing rights to its copyrighted footage. WKBW-TV (ABC affiliate) 

followed suit. WGRZ-TV (NBC) is expected to come onboard this year. This would 

make Buffalo the first television market in the country where all the major stations 

participate in one effort to retrieve the region's moving image history. 

It couldn't happen at a more opportune time. There are plans underway to establish a 

freestanding museum, featuring Buffalo greats in broadcasting, music and sports. The 

Buffalo Hall of Fame Experience would provide interactive exhibits and a resource 

center. 

Thanks to the archives, giants like the late newsman Tim Russert, singer Rick James, 

and Buffalo Bills quarterback and congressman, Jack Kemp will again take center 

stage. The Buffalo story will be shared with the world, through the words and actions of 

its newsmakers, artists, and athletes, as captured through the lens of television 

journalists. 

When it was time for me to say good-bye, I was given an hour special to retrace my 

own forty-six-year career as a broadcast journalist. Thanks to a trusted colleague at 

WIVB-TV, terabytes of my hoarded tapes were digitized. I was able to scan through all 

the big stories that defined my life as a newsman, selecting the nuggets of 

extraordinary events and people, who, I believe, cried out for curtain calls. The 

passage of time allowed me to reflect on the meaning of each and every story and its 

place in Buffalo history. 

My fervent hope is that the same will be true for the people of Western New York and 

all who view their collective journey as a community. Actually seeing how they 

weathered some of history's greatest challenges should provide the knowledge that 

only comes with the gift of self-discovery. 

[Rich Newberg, retired senior correspondent at WIVB-TV, Buffalo and previously a regional 

vice president of The National Academy of the Television Arts & Sciences, New York Chapter 

(NY NATAS), was inducted into the Buffalo Broadcasters Hall of Fame in 2006 and won his 11th 

New York Emmy Award in 2016 for his video memoir, “One Reporter’s Journey.” NY NATAS 

recently honored Rich for his 25+ years of contributions to the television industry by inducting 

him into the 2019 Silver Circle] 


