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4.6 WESTWARD MOVEMENT AND INDUSTRIALIZATION: New York State played an important role
in the growth of the United States. During the 1800s, people traveled west looking for
opportunities. Economic activities in New York State are varied and have changed over time, with
improvements in transportation and technology. (Standards: 1, 3, 4; Themes: MOV, TCC, GEO,
ECO, TECH)

Lessons Developed by the Niagara County Historical Society

Sponsored by the:

ERIE

CANALWAY

National Heritage Corridor

In Partnership with the National Park Service
Niagara County Historical Society Erie Canal Project 2021 1



Primary Source Set (4.6f) How Did Rapid Industrialization in the
US Impact Communities Along the Erie Canal, Like Lockport, NY?
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Lockport from an old print, 1836, in History of Niagara County, N.Y., with illustrations descriptive of its
scenery, private residences, public buildings, fine blocks and important manufactories and portraits of old
pioneers and prominent residents, 1878 in New York Heritage:
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/VVN001/id/840
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Receipt from James Jackson, Jr. & Son’s Niagara Planing Mill, Lockport NY, 1867
Niagara County Historical Society Archive Collection
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Jackson-Lumber.jpg

Merry-Go-Round steam engine made by Norman & Evans Company, Lockport NY, 1905
Niagara County Historical Society Photo Collection
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Norman-Evans-Steam-Engine-2.jpg

Western Block Company, Lockport NY manufacturers of block and tackles for use on ships and canal boats and
other industries, c. 1900

Niagara County Historical Society Photo Collection
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Western-Block-2.jpg
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Covert Car Company, Lockport NY c. 1903
Niagara County Historical Society Photo Collection
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Covert-Motor-Vehicles-c1905.jpg
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Ad for Lockport Glass Works from the 1860 Lockport Directory
Niagara County Historical Society Archive Collection
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Lockport-Glass-Works-3.jpg

Holly Manufacturing Company, Lockport NY c. 1875
Niagara County Historical Society Photo Collection
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Drawing-of-Holly-Factory.jpg
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Ad for Alumina Soapalite laundry detergent made by the Electric Smelting & Aluminum Company, Lockport
NY. It used oxide from aluminum and other minerals to combine chemically with alkali to create a new
product. Niagara County Historical Society Archive Collection
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Electric-Smelting-Aluminum-Co.jpg
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Salesman marketing sheet for TUCO Puzzles made by The Upson Co., Lockport NY. The company made
wallboard beginning in 1910 but during the Great Depression switched over to making puzzles to keep their
workers employed. Niagara County Historical Society Archive Collection
https://niagarahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/TUCO-Puzzle-Marketing-Sheet-Detail-2.jpg

http://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digitaI/coIIection/p16694coII2/id/5475/rec/1
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Clear 7 fl. Oz. glass beverage bottle with red and white pyroglazed label. "Meyers Beverages" from the F.D.
Meyers Bottling Wks, Inc. Lockport, N.Y. On the back it says "A Beverage of Unsurpassed Quality Guaranteed
Absolutely Pure."

Thompson Milling Company, ""Graham Flour"" Paper Display, Market Street (Lockport N.Y.); Thompson Milling
Company

https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16694coll2/id/595/rec/396

Black & White photo of the Lockport Felt Mill, Newfane, NY. Bird's Eye View. 10-07-1928.
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16694coll2/id/719/rec/266
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Water cooler made by Indurated Fibre Company of Lockport. In the 1880s a process was developed to make
watertight containers using wood pulp. The wood pulp would be beaten in vats and then poured into molds.
After applying 100 pounds of pressure per square inch, the molds were heated at 200 degrees. The forms
were then sandpapered inside and out, polished to a glossy finish and baked again. The result was a watertight
container that could hold practically any substance.
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Reproduction of Raphael Beck mural “The Opening of the Erie Canal, October 26, 1825” at the Erie Canal
Discovery Center in Lockport, NY
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/NYNCH/id/50/
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LESSON RESOURCES:

NIAGARA COUNTY HISTORICAL CENTER
https://niagarahistory.or

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
https://www.loc.gov/programs/teachers/about-this-program

NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov

NEW YORK STATE ARCHIVES
http://www.archives.nysed.gov/education

NEW YORK HERITAGE
https://nvheritage.or

ERIE CANAL WEBSITE
http://eriecanal.org

BUFFALO ARCHITECTURE AND HISTORY

https://buffaloah.com
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